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AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH -SERVICE 


PLANT PEST CONTROL BRANCH 


ECONOMIC INSECT SURVEY SECTION 


The Cooperative Economic Insect Report is 
issued weekly as a service to American Agri- 
culture. Its contentsare compiled from informa- 
tion supplied by cooperating State, Federal, and 
industrial entomologists and other agricultural 
workers. In releasing this material the Branch 
serves as a clearing house and does not assume 


responsibility for accuracy of the material. 


Reports and inquiries pertaining to this release 
should be mailed to: 


Economic Insect Survey Section 
Plant Pest Control Branch 
Agricultural Research Service 
United States Department of Agriculture 
Washington 25, D. C. 


Volume 5 November 4, 1955 No, 44 
COOMA tivis MCONOMIC INSEE ChIRE PORT 
Highlights of Insect Conditions 


BROWN WHEAT MITE moderate to heavy in western Kansas but low in 
Payne County, Oklahoma. (p. 1003). 


SPOTTED ALFALFA APHID infestations widespread in California, 
continues to build up in Clark County, Nevada, and increasing in areas 
of Arizona. Numerous in northern Utah but light in Kansas and in most 
areas of eastern and northern Oklahoma. (p, 1004). 


SWEETPOTATO WEEVIL found in Rankin County, Mississippi (p. 1006) 
and in Caddo Parish, Louisiana (p. 1010). 


HORNWORMS heavy widespread on tomatoes in Rio Grande Valley, 
Texas. (p. 1007). 


con, CENTIPEDE recorded in several new counties of Washington. 
p. ; 


eUNGoTES WEEVIL taken at Richmond, Virginia. New area in State. 
Dp. Ws 


PINK BOLLW ORM moth collected in light trap at New Roads, Pointe 
Coupee Parish, Louisiana. (p. 1010). 


BROWN COTTON LEAFWORM reported from Arkansas. As far as 
known, this is a new State record for this insect. (p. 1010). 


BROWN DOG TICK unusually heavy in Arizona and in College Station 

area of Texas. (p. 1008). SCREW-WORM infestation in cattle heavy in 
Texas. (p. 1009). 

BROWN-BANDED ROACH reported from Nevada for first time. (p. 1010), 
SUMMARY OF INSECT CONDITIONS - 1955 - Rhode Island. (p. 1012). 


STATES reporting this week - 27, 
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Reports in this issue are for the week ending October 28, 1955, unless 
otherwise designated. 
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WEATHER FOR THE WEEK ENDING OCTOBER 31, 1955 


Temperatures, although fluctuating considerably with the passage of 

cold fronts, averaged within a few degrees of the seasonal normals. 
Moderate to heavy precipitation fel! in most sections east of the Missis- 
sippi River, light to moderate amounts in most northern sections west 

of that River, and dry weather continued for the third consecutive week 

in the lower Great Plains and for a much longer period in the far South- 
west. As a cold front extending from the Great Lakes to Texas at the 
beginning of the week crossed the Eastern States on the 24th, moderate 
to heavy rains fell over the Ohio Valley, the Great Lakes, and Northeast, 
but little or none fell in the South. 


Another cold front preceded and followed by a sharp rise and fall in 
temperatures respectively first appeared in the Pacific Northwest on 
October 295 and reached the Atlantic Coast on the 30th. During the passage 
of this front precipitation feli in nearly all northern areas and east of the 
Mississippi River. 


Much precipitation which fell in the northern Rockies and extreme North- 
Central Interior was in the form of snow. Wyoming reported a foot of 
snow in the mountains and one to three inches at lower levels. Heavy 
snow in northeastern Minnesota ranged up to ten inches at Ely, and as 
much as five inches was reported in northern Wisconsin. Flurries 
occurred in parts of Illinois and Indiana for the first time this season. 
Snow also fell in the mountains of New England and northern New York. 
Thunderstorms occurred in the Southern States on the 28th and 29th, 

and tornadoes, high winds, and hail were reported in northern portions 


of Louisiana and Mississippi. 
(Summary Supplied by U.S. Weather Bureau). 


WEATHER BUREAU'!S 30-DAY OUTLOOK 
November 1955 


The Weather Bureau's 30-day outlook for November cails for tempera- 
tures to average below seasonal normals over the northwestern quarter 

of the nation as well as in the Great Lakes region and Central Plains. 
Above normal temperatures are predicted for the Southwest, Southeast, 
and northern New England. In remaining areas near normal temperatures 
are anticipated with large week-to-week fluctuations. Precipitation, some 
in the form of snow, is expected to exceed normal over the northern 

third of the country, but subnormal rainfall is predicted for the southern 
third. In the remaining area near normal amounts are in prospect. 


This report released by the Weather Bureau on November 1S ARSISND), 


Weather forecast given here is based on the official 30-day "Resume and 
Outlook", published twice a month by the Weather Bureau. You can sub- 
scribe through Superintendent of Documents, Washington 25, D.C. 

Price $4. 80 a year, $2. 40 for six months. 
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GRASSHOPPERS - UTAH - Still abundant in many alfalfa fields. 

Largely Melanoolus femur-rubrum. Numerous at 7000 feet in sum- 

mits of mountains between Cache and Rich Counties. (Knowlton). 

WASHINGTON - M. mexicanus up to four per square foot on rangeland 

a een north of Rice. Appears to be at height of mating season. 
ittins), 


EUROPEAN CORN BORER (Pyrausta nubilalis) - NORTH DAKOTA - 
Completion of fal! abundance survey showed percent of plants infested 
with an average of six borers per 100 plants in Barnes, Stutsman, Wells, 
Foster, Eddy, Griggs, Steele and Benson Counties. (N,D. Ins. Rept. 
Serv.). SOUTH DAKOTA - Average percent of plants infested was 66 
percent with an average of 117 borers per 100 plants in Beadle, Kingsbury, 
Brookings, Sanborn, Miner, Lake, Moody, Davison, Hanson, McCook 
and Minnehaha Counties. An average of 55 percent infestation with an 
average of 97 borers per 100 plants in Brown, Faulk and Spink Counties. 
(Lofgren, Hantsbarger). KANSAS ~ Fall abundance survey showed the 
following percent infestation and average number of borers per 100 
stalks by county: Washington 7 percent and 9 borers; Republic 1 and 1; 
Cloud 4 and 6; Clay 2 and 2. (Matthew). TENNESSEE - Survey in Knox 
County showed an average of less than one borer per plant. (Stanley). 
OHIO - Thirty counties surveyed in western and central area showed an 
average of 124 borers per 100 stalks, a reduction of 20 percent under 
1954, Heaviest infestations were in Van Wert (481), Putnam (283), 

Allen (213), and Auglaize (219). (Parks, Goleman). 


GREENBUG (Toxoptera graminum) - OKLAHOMA - A survey of small 
grains in central, north central and eastern areas showed populations 
practically non-existent. (Wood, Coppock), KANSAS - None found in 
wheat fields surveyed in Washington, Republic, Jewell, Mitchell, Cloud, 
Clay, Ottawa, Saline and Dickinson Counties. None in northern two 
tiers of counties of States west of Highway U.S. 81 during week of 
October 17-21. (Somsen, Marvin). 


BROWN WHEAT MITE (Petrobia latens) - OKLAHOMA - Low popula- 
tions in small grains in Payne County. (Wood, Coppock). KANSAS - 
survey of Finney, Lane, Scott, Wichita, Greeley, Hamilton and Kearny 
Counties showed moderate to heavy infestation. Counts on volunteer 
wheat 18-45 per clump of plants. In drilled wheat, O-6 per linear foot 
of row. (DePew). Causing feeding injury to leaves in a few northwestern 
counties. (Somsen, Marvin, Oct. 17-21). Infestations 3-20 per five 
linear feet of row in eastern Saline County. (Matthew). 


CORN EARWORM (Heliothis armigera) - OKLAHOMA - Averaging five 
per 10 sweeps on alfalfa in Pawnee County. (Coppock). 
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CORN LEAF APHID (Rhopalosiphum maidis) - OKLAHOMA - Very 
abundant in fall-planted bariey and averaging over 460 per linear foot 
of row froin two fields in Wagoner County. Lighter infestations re- 
ported from Ottawa and Pawnes Counties. (Coppock). 


GREEN JUNE BEETLE (Cotinis nitida) - VIRGINIA - Larval damage 
to lawns has been heavy in several parts of State during past month. 
(Morris). OHIO - Has been a serious pest of lawns of southern half. 
Large numbers have been reported in local areas in Meigs, Scioto, 
Muskingum, Guernsey, Coshocton and Tuscarawas Counties. (Parks, 
Goleman). 


LEAFHOPPERS - OKLAHOMA - From 10-12 per square yard in fall- 
seeded wheat in Pawnee County and common in other northern and 


eastern counties. (Coppock). 


WHITE GRUBS - OKLAHOMA - Small damage to small grains in south- 
eastern Osage Countv and populations of 4-5 per square foot in sandy 
loam soil of Payne County. (Wood, Coppock). UTAH - Damaging quite 
a number of lawns in Salt Lake County. (Parrish, Knowlton). 


AN INDIGO GALL MOTH (Walshia amorphella) - TEXAS - In one field 


———== 


of clover in Hunt County, 80 percent of roots infested. (Hawkins). 


SPOTTED ALFALFA APHID - CALIFORNIA - Counties infested wholly 
or in part: San Diego, Riverside, Orange, San Bernardino, Los Angeles, 
Ventura, Santa Barbara, San Luis Obispo, Kern, Tuiare, Kings, Fresno, 
Monterey, Madera, Merced, Santa Clara, Stenislaus, San Joaquin, 
Solano, Sacramento, Yolo, Placer, Yuba, Sutter, Glen, Tehama and 
Shasta. Infestations in Tehama County are widely scattered in alfalfa- 
growing regions. There is considerable evidence of heavy loss there as 
in others where infestations have existed for a longer time. (Cal. Coop. 
Rept., Oct. 24). NEVADA - Continues to build up in some alfalfa fields 
in Clark County. Especially threatening new plantings. (Lauderdale). 
ARIZONA - in ten alfalfa fields in Tempe, Kyrene and Laveen areas of 
Maricopa County, populations averaged 1.5 per leaf October 20, compared 
with 0.3 per leaf October 10-11. Increase coincident with cooler weather 
and increased succulence of alfaifa, following irrigation. in other fields 
in the Tempe, Phoenix and Scottsdale area of Maricopa County, several 
counts ranged from 3-7 per leaf. In fields of heavier infestation, honey- 
dew, sooty mold and leaf injury becoming noticeable. Some growers 
resumed control operations. In Greenlee County, populations imc-reasing 
by October 21 with alates plentiful. Young alfalfa being injured par- 
ticularly. (Ariz. Coop. Rept.}. OKLAHOMA - Averaged 2-4 per sweep 
in alfalfa in Pawnee, Tulsa and Osage Counties. Populations low in 
other eastern and northern counties. (Coppock) KANSAS - Found in 

all alfalfa fields surveyed in Washington, Republic, Jewell, Mitchell, 


MOOR 


Cloud, Clay, Ottawa and Saline Counties. Counts from 10-80 per 20 
sweeps. Infestation general throughout State but no economic infesta- 
tions now. Counts from four per 20 sweeps to 65 per sweep. (Matthew). 
UTAH - Numerous in most fields of succulent alfalfa examined in 
Davis, Selt Lake and Tooele Counties. From 2-35 per sweep, Ovi- 
parous females taken. (Knowlton). 


SOUTHWESTERN CORN BORER (Diatraea grandiosella) - KANSAS - 
No infestations found in corn fields examined in Washington, Republic, 
and Jewell Counties in north central area, Two fields, each with four 
percent girdled stalks, were found in Cloud County. (Matthew). 


PLANT BUGS - UTAH - Lygus bugs still moderately numerous on 
alfalfa, grass and native plants. (Knowlton). 


PEA APHID (Macrosiphum pisi) - UTAH - From 2-25 per sweep in 
some alfalfa fields in Box Elder, Weber and Davis Counties. (Knowlton), 
MARYLAND - Building up on alfalfa in northern Cecil County. (U. Md., 
Ent. Dept. ). 


A LEAF MINER (probably Liriomyza scutellata) - NEVADA - Infesting 
about 20 percent of leaves in alfalfa field in Pahrump Valley, Nye County. 
(Lauderdale). 


A WEBWORM (Loxostege sp.) - OKLAHOMA - Causing severe damage 
to young alfalfa in Payne County. (Walton, Bryan). 


TERMITES - OKLAHOMA - Damage to peanuts in late summer by sub- 
terranean termites in several areas. From 2-3 percent of nuts destroyed 
in plots at Stillwater, (Walton). 
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RED-BANDED LEAF ROLLER (Argyrotaenia velutinana) - WEST 
VIRGINIA - Substantial injury to apples from late season generation of 
larvae which appeared through September in Kearneysville area. 
(Hamstead, October 24). 


EUROPEAN RED MITE (Metatetranychus ulmi) - WEST VIRGINIA - 
Overall seasonal damage moderate in Kearneysville area, but popula-~ 
tions persisted through season from May to October. (Hamstead, 
October 24), 


CODLING MOTH (Carpocapsa pomonella) - WEST VIRGINIA - Injury 
to apples averaging about 1.3 percent at processing plants in Kearneys- 
ville area, About 50 percent less than last year, (Hamstead, October 24). 
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A LEAF MINER (Callisto geminatella) - WEST VIRGINIA - Early 
seasonal infestations were numerous and heavy in Kearneysville aree, 
Late generations negligible. (Hamstead, October 24). 


LESSER PEACH TREE BORER (Synanthedon pictipes) - TEXAS - 
Emergence of adults has ceased in Tyler area. (King). 


PEACH TREE BORER (Sanninoidea exitiosa) - TEXAS - Emergence 
of adults ceased in Tyler area, (King). 


SMALL CHESTNUT WEEVIL (Curculio auriger) - SOUTH CAROLINA - 
Infesting chestnuts locally in Greenville County, October 14. (Reid). 


FALL WEBWORM (Hyphantria cunea) - ALABAMA - Damaging pecans 
in Mobile County. (Arant), 


HICKORY SHUCKWORM (Laspeyresia caryana) - FLORIDA - From 
6-8 larvae infesting shucks of some pecans in Alachua County, causing 
failure of shucks to shed. (Det. L. A. Hetrick). (Denmark, October 21), 


TOMATO FRUITWORM (Heliothis armigera) - TEXAS - In complex 
with Laphygma frugiperda, a medium loca! infestation causing damage 
to fruit of kumquat trees in Harris County. (Garner). 


TRUCK CROP INSECTS 
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SOUTHERN GREEN STINK BUG (Nezara viridula) - ALABAMA - 
Damaging lima beans in Monroe County. (Arani). 


MEXICAN BEAN BEETLE (Epilachna varivestis) - NORTH CAROLINA - 
Causing concern on late green beans in Wake County. (Jones). 


SWEETPOTATO WEEVIL (Cylas formicarius elegantulus) - MISSISSIPPI - 
Found in Rankin County south of Jackson Oct. 20. (Murphy). 


SOUTHERN ARMYWORM (Prodenia eridania) - MISSISSIPPI - In com- 
plex with Trichoplusia ni, feeding on mustard in Itawambe County, 
October 21, (Young). 


FALSE CHINCH BUG (Nysius ericae) - MISSISSIPPI - Infesting mustard 
in Itawamba County, October 21. (Young). 


CABBAGE WEBWORM (Hellula rogatalis) - MISSISSIPPI - Infesting 
mustard in Itawamba County, October 21. (Young). TEXAS - Medium 
infestation on cauliflower in Dimmit County. (Richardson). 
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HORNWORMS (Protoparce spp.) - TEXAS - Heavy, widespread infes- 
tation on tomatoes throughout the Rio Grande Valley. (Deer, Wene). 


GREEN PEACH APHID (Myzus persicae) - MARYLAND - Large 
numbers on tobacco cut and put in storage late in September. Con- 
vergent lady beetle also common. Quick ripening of tobacco noted 
aS harvest at Crownsville, Anne Arundel County. (U. Md., Ent. 
Dept. ). 


RASPBERRY ROOT BORER (Bembicia marginata) - OREGON - By 
October, 85 percent of eggs had hatched in Stayton district. (Rosenstiel). 


GARDEN CENTIPEDE (Scutigerella immaculata) - WASHINGTON - 
Distribution records for these counties are in addition to those published 
in CEIR 5 (10):4, 1954: Lewis, Grays Harbor, King, Benton, Adams, 
Snohomish, Whatcom, Klickitat and Franklin. Heavy damage occurred 
this year to strawberries, raspberries, pole beans, cabbages, squash, 
tomatoes, sugar beets and mint. Most damage is due to feeding on the 
feeder roots. The pest also tunnels in strawberry fruits and into potato 
tubers. (Waterhouse). 


VEGETABLE WEEVIL (Listroderes costirostris obliquus) - VIRGINIA - 
A single adult specimen taken at a tobacco warehouse at Richmond. 
First specimen from this area. (Willey). 
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NANTUCKET PINE MOTH (Rhyacionia frustrana) - ALABAMA’ 4 
Reported attacking pines in southern area. (Arant), MARYLAND - 
Infesting Virginia and red pines in Baltimore County. Infestations 
less now than last spring. Pupal stage. (U. Md., Ent. Dept. ). 


MIMOSA WEBWORM (Homadaula albizziae) - VIRGINIA - Light 
infestation on some mimosa in Fairfax County. (Burr). 


LEAPHOPPERS - OKLAHOMA - Leafhoppers, mostly Erythroneuvra 
spp., feeding heavily on elm .and redbud. E. dumosa by far the most 
abundant, (Fenton). 


JUNIPER WEBWORM {Dichomeris marginella) - OREGON - Found 
on Spiny Creek junipers in the Gresham area. Rarely recorded from 
State, (Det. Natl. Mus.). (Nicolaison). 


APHIDS - UTAH - Numerous on European beech, linden, and some 
maples in Cache County. (Knowlton), KANSAS - Winged and wingless 
forms of Longistigma caryae on pin oak in Topeka, Shawnee County. 
(Calkins, Brady). 
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A CERAMBYCID (Stenocorus inguisitor) - WASHINGTON - Heavily 
infesting two-year cut yellow pine in Pleasant Valley area of Stevens 
County. (Gittins). 


TWIG GIRDLER (Onciderus cinguiatus) - ALABAMA - Several reports 
of attacking persimmons. (Arant). / 


SAWF LIES (Neodiprion spp.) - NEVADA - Causing considerable damage 
to young stands of single-leaf pine near Goldfield, Esmeralda County. 
(Lauderdale). 


A WIREWORM (Conoderes sp.) - FLORIDA - Larvae collected on 
gladiolus at Sun City, Hillsborough County, October 17. Fifty percent 
of a 30-acre field destroyed, (Kelsheimer). 


COCONUT SCALE (Apsidiotus destructor) - FLORIDA - Averaging 

200 per leaf of sandalwood at South Miami, Dade County, October 12 
(Dowling) and 1000 per leaf on botitlebrush at South Miami, October 17 
(Buchanan, Dowling), and 25 per leaf on privet at Miami, Dade County, 
October 17 (Daigle). 


BOXWOOD LEAF MINER ‘Monarthropalpus buxi) - NORTH CAROLINA - 
Local infestation on boxwood in Henderson County. (Scott). 


INSECTS AFFECTING MAN_AND ANIMALS 

BLACK WIDOW SPIDER (Latrodectus mactans) - NEVADA - Numerous 
inquiries being received. (Lauderdale). VIRGINIA - Numerous requests 
for information received from southeastern Virginia. (Morris). A case 
reported of a man bitten three times and made unconscious for a day in 
Amelia County. (Holmes). OHIO - Abundant in homes in new housing 
development near Waverly and in a number of cottages at Buckeye 

Lake resort. (Parks), 


BROWN DOG TICK (Rhipicephalus sanquineus) - ARIZONA - Continues 
as problem in Tucson area. Populations abnormally heavy this year. 
(Ariz, Coop. Rept.). TEXAS - Unusually heavy on dogs in the College 
Station area. (Davis). 


CATTLE LICE - RHODE ISLAND - Solenopotes capillatus collected from 
cattle in Scituate, October 24. (Mathewson). 


MOSQUITOES - UTAH - During October 650 acres were sprayed with 
ground equipment and 240 acres were sprayed by aircraft in Weber 
County for mosquito control. (Fronk). MARYLAND - Aedes sollicitans 
still biting oe warm days on Kent Island, Queen Annes County. (U. Md., 
Ent, Dept. ). 
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NORTHERN FOWL MITE (Bdellonyssus sylviarum) - NORTH CAROLINA - 
First infestation of year reported from Rockingham County. (Farrier). 


PUSS CATERPILLARS (Megalopyge spp.) - TEXAS - Complaints re- 
ceived from most areas, especially southern half of State, of painful 
stings by this pest. (Garner, Davis). 


SCREW-WORM (Callitroga hominivorax) - TEXAS - Heavy infestation 
in cattle over most of the State. (Davis). 


BENEFICIAL INSECTS 
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A LONG-TAILED MEALYBUG PARASITE (Anarhopus sydneyensis) - 
CALIFORNIA - Recovered in plentiful numbers from an orange grove 
following treatment with insecticides. (Cal. Coop. Rept., September). 


CARABIDS - TEXAS - Congregating on heads of late sorghum in Nueces 
County. (Nolan). Heavy populations congregating on elm and pecan 
trees in Bastrop County. (Reese). 


STORED PRODUCTS INSECTS 
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TOBACCO MOTH (Ephestia elutella) - NORTH CAROLINA - Light infes- 
tation still present in Wake and Harnett Counties. (Scott). 


SAW-TOOTHED GRAIN BEETLE (Oryzaephilus surinamensis) - NORTH 
CAROLINA - Light infestation on 1000 bushels of wheat in Rowan County; 
fumigated. Another infestation in same county. (Farrier). 


RICE WEEVIL (Sitophilus oryza) - OREGON - Common in three of six 
grain elevators inspected in Portland. ‘Tribolium castaneum in complex 
and may be a serious build-up. (Goeden). 


INDIAN-MEAL MOTH (Plodia interpunctella) - OREGON - Infestations 
common in home-stored walnuts and filberts in Willamette Valley be- 
tween Eugene and Portland. (Capizzi). 


MISCELLANEOUS INSECTS 

A SOLDIER FLY (Hermetia illucens) - NORTH CAROLINA - About 
1-1/2 bushels of larvae in wet manure under 100 hens in Rockingham 
County, (Farrier), OKLAHOMA = Compost in rabbit pens heavily 
infested in Tulsa. (Fenton). 
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A KATYDID (Neoconocephalus triops) - MISSISSIPPI - Large numbers 
a ata section of Jackson, where they were attracted to lights. 
Lyle). 


DARK MEALWORM (Tenebrio obscurus) - OHIO - Larvae entering 
homes re where infested manure was placed in yards. (Parks, 
Peterson). 


CLOVER MITE (Bryobia praetiosa} - NEVADA - Fall migration to 
homes causing numerous inquiries. (Gallaway). 


BOXELDER BUG (Leptocoris trivittatus) - NORTH CAROLINA - Causing 
concern at a home in Rowan County. (Farrier). KANSAS - Heavy popula- 
tions reported from most areas of State. (Matthew). OHIO - Annoying 
householders in many areas. (Parks). 


BROWN-BANDED ROACH (Supella supellectilium) - NEVADA - 
Infestation in home at Reno. (Ting). First report of this cockroach in 
Nevada. (Gallaway). 


TERMITES - NEVADA - Subterranean termites unusually active with 
fall swarms appearing in Reno area. (Gallaway). 


ADDITIONAL NOTES 
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NEBRASKA - ALFALFA CATERPILLAR producing another generation in 
alfalfa. Larvae in second and fourth instars and range from 5-8 per 25 
sweeps in the northeastern area. PEA APHID counts ranged 10-18 per 
25 sweeps in alfalfa in northeastern area. TARNISHED PLANT BUG 
counts 4-7 per 25 sweeps in alfalfa in northeastern area. CLOVER MITE 
very prevalent throughout eastern area, (Andersen). GRASSHOPPER egg 
pods in southeastern area ranged from 0. 28-1. 2 per square foot in the 
field to 3.6 per square foot in the margin; from 0. 2 to 1.8 in the field to 
one in the margin in northeastern area; from 0-2.8 per square foot in 
north central area. (Fitchet, Gibson, Andersen). 


ARKANSAS - CORN EARWORM heavy, 2-4 larvae per sweep in one field 
of alfalfa in Pulaski County. BROWN COTTON LEAFWORM taken from 
second growth cotton in Hempstead County. (Warren). 


LOUISIANA - SWEETPOTATO WEEVIL found on thirty properties in the 
Shreveport area, Caddo Parish. Survey not completed. (Sweetpotato 
Weevil Control, Oct. 26), PINK BOLLWORM moth taken in light trap 
at New Roads, October 12, This is a new record for Pointe Coupee 
Parish. Further surveys are being conducted in this area. (Pink Boll- 
worm Cont, ). 
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SOts- 
SUMMARY OF INSECT CONDITIONS - 1955 
RHODE ISLAND 
Reported by B. H. Kantack 
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a ten-acre field of wheat and five acres of Sudan grass. Parasitism 

was very heavy, nearly 100 percent, during the second outbreak. Both 
outbreaks were of short duration, since insecticides were applied. 

PEA APHID (Macrosiphum pisi) populations on alfalfa were light through- 
out the season. Heavy populations of predators were present in all fields 
and appeared to check extensive build-ups. LEAFHOPPER populations 
were generally light. MEADOW SPITTLEBUG (Philaenus leucophthalmus) 
was abundant on alfalfa during May; however, no damage could be defi- 
nitely attributed to this insect. GREEN CLOVERWORM (Plathypena 
scabra) was common in alfalfa and clover fields during July and August 
with moderate damage observed on twenty acres of alfalfa in Wickford. 
EUROPEAN CORN BORER (Pyrausta nubilalis) appears to be more 
abundant than last year, as fall survey records show a State average 

of 113 borers per 100 plants. The infestation was heavier in Bristol 

and Kent Counties. STALK BORER (Papaipema nebris) was present in 
light numbers in most fields; however, damage was light. CORN EAR- 
WORM (Heliothis armigera) populations were light with a moderate in- 
crease during August resulting in light damage to late sweet corn. 


Fruit Insects 


severe injury was observed in orchards where control measures were 
not applied. SPRING CANKERWORM (Paleacrita vernata} occurred in 
light numbers early in the season with light injury to a few neglected 
trees. PLUM CURCULIO (Conotrachelus nenuphar) populations were 

low with light sting injury common in some orchards. EASTERN TENT 
CATERPILLAR (Malacosoma americanum) was very heavy with light to 
moderate injury on apple trees over State. RED-BANDED LEAF ROLLER 
(‘Argyrotaenia velutinana) populations were normal. APPLE MAGGOT 
(Rhagoletis pomonella) was found in many orchards with infestations much 
higher than last season except where a timely spray schedule was followed. 
EUROPEAN RED MITE (Metatetranychus ulmi) and TWO-SPOTTED 
SPIDER MITE (Tetranychus lars) were a problem to fruit growers 

this season, as control measures were necessary in some areas. 
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Turf Insects 

JAPANESE BEETLE (Popillia japonica) and ASIATIC GARDEN BEETLE 

(Autoserica castanea) grubs remain a problem on turf. A survey con- 
ucted by J. A. Mathewson, of the Rhode Island Department of Agricul- 

ture, shows that Asiatic garden beetle grubs make up 53.9, Japanese 

beetle 36.7, and other scarabaeids 9.3 percent of the total grub popu- 

lation taken from 14 samples in Newport County. The predominance of 

the Asiatic garden beetle grubs in some turf plots may account for 

some of the ineffective grub control reported with spore dust applied 

to control Japanese beetle grubs on turf, 


VINE BORER (Melittia cucurbitae) were of major concern as both were 
very abundant; the squash vine borer was especially damaging in the 
Wickford area. MEXICAN BEAN BEETLE (Epilachna varivestis) was 
statewide in distribution and moderate to heavy in most small gardens. 
Damage was very severe where no control measures were applied in 
Wickford and Wakefield. 


caused severe damage. ELM LEAF BEETLE (Galerucella xanthomelaena) 
numbers were very light. SMALLER EUROPEAN ELM BARK BEETLE 
(Scolytus multistriatus) remains abundant with heavy populations in the 
Hamilton and East Greenwich areas. ROSE CHAFER (Macrodactylus 
subspinosus) was unusually heavy with severe injury to roses and other 
plants. Outbreaks of EASTERN TENT CATERPILLAR were very heavy 
with complete defoliation of wild cherry trees in scattered areas, 
Spotted infestations of LOCUST LEAF MINER (Chalepus dorsalis) were 
observed during August, with severe damage common in the Scituate _ 
area, SPRUCE SPIDER MITE (Oligonychus ununquis) was encountered 
on arborvitae throughout season; however, no serious infestations de- 
veloped. FLETCHER SCALE (Lecanium fletcheri), a YEW SCALE 
eulvinaria floccifera), EUONYMUs SCALE (Unaspis euonymi), JUNIPER 
laspis carueli), and OYSTERSHELL SCALE Grepideceones 
ulmi) were encountered frequently during the summer nursery inspection. 
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April in unusually large numbers and remained abundant statewide 

until mid-July. The BROWN DOG TICK (Rhipicephalus sanquineus) 

was a household pest in Wickford and Warwick during the last of August. 
“BLACK FLIES (Simulium spp.) were very abundant during early spring. 
FLEAS (Ctenocephalides felis and C. canis) and BEDBUGS (Cimex spp. ) 
were found in houses in all areas during August and September. 

HOUSE FLY (Musca domestica) and MOSQUITO populations were gener- 
ally abundant, with a heavy population of mosquitoes building up after 
the heavy rains of mid-August. 


Household and Wood Insects 

A TERMITE (Reticulitermes flavipes) has been very severe in all areas 
with over 600 homes reported infested in 1955. EUROPEAN EARWIG 
(Forficula auricularia) populations were very heavy with frequent in- 
vasion of homes reported throughout the summer. HOUSE CRICKET 
(Acheta domestica) was a common household pest in many homes 
throughout the summer. 


